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" There never has been a nation without a religion, and
there never will be. We are a Christian nation; for the
Jewish element in our population is too small to be of
importance. Without community of religion the conscious-
ness of national unity is impossible, for religious feeling is
one of the primitive instincts of human nature. It was
Jewish presumption which first undermined this truth, when
by a conjuring trick it displaced religion by denomination.
Denominational differences may, of course, be tolerated by
a great nation, though not without considerable difficulty.
(How much blood have they cost us in Germany !) On the
other hand, the coexistence within one nation of several
religions, involving totally opposed conceptions of the
universe, becomes unendurable for any length of time ;
and can only occur in a stage of transition. Spain was not
a nation until Christianity had triumphed and had thrust
the followers of the other faith into the background. Our
State is the State of a Christian people, and therefore in
its civil administration it assumes the Christian religion to
be the national religion.

" In spite of this, however, we must not talk of a Christian
State. The State is by its nature a secular institution. It
must administer justice to its subjects without consideration
for religion or denomination. There is no longer any ques-
tion of an established State religion, and for good reason.
If there were a State religion, if the State were to assume
a spiritual responsibility, it could not be just towards
adherents of other religious denominations. The designa-
tion, * Christian State/ can only cause confusion, since it
gives rise to the mistaken idea that the State is founded on
the Church ; and it is rendered further inapplicable by the
fact that there is no longer a universal Christianity, but
only Christian denominations. It would therefore be
necessary to go further still, and to demand that the
State should set up one particular denomination as the
State religion.

" And yet the State and the Church are most intimately